




the moon shines lazily. 

Music and joyous laughter linger 
ever in my head - 

And a wise carriage home to bed. 

* The then Sydney Hotel was re-
named The New Sydney, but the 
welcome and the hospitality hasn’t 
changed. 

John Hale 

It is not generally known among 
the esteemed literati, or even by the 
ever fulsome contributors to 
Wikipedia, that our Poet once 
found his way to the island of Tas-
mania, his fourth proposal of mar-
riage to Maud Gonne in 1901 hav-
ing been turned down yet again. 

The story goes that he was lifting 
his elbow in a watering hole near 
the Abbey Theatre and said, 
mournfully, to one of his intimates, 
“Oh where is Maud Gonne?”, to 
which his friend replied, “Didn’t 
you know? She’s gone to Tasma-
nia”. 

So Yeats evidently boarded a 
steamship and eventually found his 
way to the bustling port of Hobart. 
There is no information as to where 
he lodged, but it was no doubt at 
one of the many hostelries - possi-
bly The Hope and Anchor. 

However, it was at a well-loved 
public house* in Bathurst Street 
that he felt most welcome and at 
home. He demonstrated his appre-
ciation of the hospitality he re-

ceived there by writing the follow-
ing lines, which he later adapted to 
that similar poem with which we 
are all acquainted, and which is 
probably his most often quoted 
work - certainly the first six words. 

     I will arise and go now to the 
pub in Bathurst Street, 

And there they will pull me a foam-
ing pint, and good friends will I 
meet. 

I’ll perch myself on a high stool 
and strangers get to know - 

And live there in the warming 
glow. 

     And we shall have some craic 
there, for the craic comes easily, 

To the bodhrán’s beat, the flute so 
sweet, and the fiddler flying free, 

To the banjo’s racing rhythm, the 
accordion’s tuneful roar - 

I hear it in the deep heart’s core. 

     I will arise and go now to the 
Isle of Guinness - free, 

Till midnight’s all aglimmer and-

The IAOT Committee meeting 
scheduled for 26th May was can-
celled due to last minute disrup-
tions to members’ appointments. 

An early June meeting is planned. 

A meeting to form a sub-
committee for, and to discuss 
Christmas in July was held on Sat-
urday, 30th May at The New Syd-
ney Hotel. 

Details will be published in the 
July issue of Na Scéalta.  

Na Scéalta has been legally regis-
tered with The State Library of 
Tasmania. 

Back copies since its re-appearance 
in February have been deposited 
with The Library in Murray Street. 

A copy of the letter of thanks has 
been posted on The IAOT notice 
board in The New Sydney Hotel. 

Thank you to all those who have 
given feedback regarding the lay-
out, design and content of Na Scé-

alta; it is much appreciated. 

This month’s issue sees a humorous 
contribution from John Hale, pub-
lished above. 

Remember, Na Scéalta is your 
newsletter and contributions of in-
formation, letters, articles, photo-
graphs and cartoons are invited. 

Please address all material to The 
Editor, Na Scéalta, The New Syd-
ney Hotel, Hobart 7000. 

Eagarthóir 

William Butler Yeats 
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John Hale pictured recently reading 
his poetry at The Margaret Ryan Me-
morial Trophy Competition. Picture with 
permission by Brian Owens 
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